Minutes

May 27, 2003

Vancouver Branch

Canadian Institute of Geomatics

5:30 pm at Suite #601 – 1155 West Pender Street, 3Di/Nadir Mapping office

Attendees:

Don Watson

Mike Thompson

Brian Greening

Peter Burns

Piet Nooij

Lloyd Hume

John Ogundare

Call to order by the Chairman, Don Watson at 5:45

The minutes of the January 9th meeting were reviewed.

Motion to accept the minutes from the January 9th meeting by Mike Thompson.

2nd by Lloyd Hume.

Passed: The minutes of the January 9th meeting were discussed and accepted.

Business arising from the last minutes was discussed.  The CIG web site was discussed.  The Vancouver Branch would like the ability to post information on the web about upcoming events, but as it stands now we have to send out information to the head office in Ottawa and get them to post it.  This seems like additional work, and we do not know how fast Ottawa will be able to input our information on the web site.  We asked for a password for access to the web site so that we could post our own information on the national web site, but we were not given a password.

One of the items on our web site wish list is the ability to search for articles that were published in Geomatica.  Searches by author, and subject would be very useful to our members.  Perhaps the search could link to an abstract of the article, and then if you wanted the whole article it could be purchased from CIG in Ottawa.

Action: Don Watson to contact CIG in Ottawa to see if an on line library of Geomatica articles can be searched for on the web.

Action:  Brian Greening to submit the Vancouver Branch Business Plan to be posted on our web page.

Action: Peter Burns to submit the minutes of each meeting to be posted on the web site.

Action: Don Watson to request that the upcoming Cadastral Law Seminar on June 6th that is hosted by the Lower Mainland Group of the British Columbia Land Surveyors Association be posted on the web site because this seminar is of interest to CIG members.

Action:  Don Watson to add the national web site address to our CIG Vancouver Branch letterhead.  www.cig.acsg.ca
Mike Thompson gave the treasurer’s report.  A verbal report was given.  Mr. Thompson is learning the software for our accounting.  At the dinner meeting on Geoconnections that was held in conjunction with the Geotech Convention we had between 35 and 40 people at the meeting and came close to breaking even.  The loss was approximately $240.  The Vancouver Giants hockey game social event does not show up on our books.  Don Watson will let Mike know what the financial statement was for this event.  It was a break even event.  The Digital Photogrammetry event that was put on by Pat Wong actually made a few dollars.

Following the treasure’s report there was a general discussion about the cost of putting on dinner meetings and events.  We need to look at room costs and catering costs.  We have traditionally used locations such as BCIT.

Action:  Brian Greening to look at other possible meeting locations such as the Railway Club and the Alibi Room.

A discussion regarding the use of BCIT followed.  John Ogundare is our liaison with BCIT, he expressed that BCIT wants to be more involved in events held on its campus.  They would like to have some input into the events that CIG organizes and puts on at the BCIT campus.  We must work more closely with the head of the Geomatics Department at BCIT and when planning event we must formally request the Head of the Geomatics Department to support and participate in the event.

Action:  Peter Burns to draft a letter on behalf of the Vancouver Branch to ask about future partnerships on CIG hosted events at the BCIT campus. Address it to the Head of the Department.

Motion:  The CIG Vancouver Branch host a meeting with the head of the Geomatics Department from BCIT to build a stronger working relationship with this institution.

2nd  by Mike Thomson

General discussion about passed event, how they were arranged and organized.  John Ogundare expressed that BCIT wants these types of requests to go though the Head of the Geomatics Department and should be submitted on a formal letter from CIG.  It was suggested that students could be made more involved in our events by presenting a paper at a CIG meeting.  

Passed

Action:  Don Watson is to arrange a luncheon meeting with the head of the BCIT Geomatics Department.

The BCIT awards and banquet are coming up soon.  

Action:  Brian Greening to confirm the date of the awards ceremony and he will represent CIG at the awards by presenting a membership to CIG to one of the students.

Biographies and Photos for the web site.  The members of the executive were asked to submit their biographies to the web site and Brian Greening will arrange to post this on the web site.  We will add to this a digital photo.

The next golf tournament was discussed.  Lloyd Hume gave a brief presentation on the locations being considered for this years GIG/ASPRS golf tournament.  We are looking at Whistler or Pemberton.  Pemberton is 20 to 30 minute from Whistler.  A number of different hotels are being looked at and the weekend around September 22 is one tentative date.

At this event we would like to have a guest speaker to make it educational for our members.  Possible topics for presentation could be the upgrading of the Sea to Sky Highway, impact, land use, facility mapping, opportunities in Geomatics and the 2010 Olympic bid.

Another possible topic could be the Mellenium Line and the RAV (Richmond-Airport-Vancouver) line.  The surveying, mapping, GIS and the social impact of the line.  Brian Greening will contact Translink/Coast Mountain about a contact person to speak about the transit system.

The shared CEO, Richard Naysmith, and the recent shared offices between CIG and GIAC was discussed.   We would like to know how the merger came about.  Was this approved at a CIG annual general meeting with the consent of the members?  We are not sure how, or if this merger will affect CIG.  The organization is in dire straits right now, so it probably will not make matters worse.  Membership is down and corporate sponsorship is down.

Action:  Mike Thomson will talk with sustaining members, or former sustaining members to ask why their support for CIG is not as strong as it once was.

Meeting Adjourned at 8:15 pm.

