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Biographical Profile: Dr. Elizabeth Cannon

University of Calgary President-elect Dr. Elizabeth Cannon is the current Dean of the Schulich School of Engineering and a professor
in the Department of Geomatics Engineering at the University of Calgary.

As Dean, Elizabeth set out to propel the Schulich School of Engineering into the top
rankings of engineering schools in the country, and succeeded. She has led the expansion
and renovation of the building complex, the development of critical interdisciplinary
research programs, enriched student leadership programs and accelerated career support
for future engineers. She has streamlined academic programs and capitalized on the
engineering school’s strength and relevance as the “green engineering school in the heart
of the oil patch.” These well-orchestrated achievements resulted from the focused and
disciplined implementation of a community-endorsed strategic plan.

Elizabeth is a leader who believes in community involvement, creative problem-solving and
transparent processes. Her ability to inspire confidence, build pride and support positive
change has attracted attention from the outset of her career. Elizabeth was presented the
1993 YWCA Women of Distinction Award for Science and Technology. She was awarded
the APEGGA Early Achievement Award in 1994 and the Canadian Council of Professional
Engineers’ Young Engineer Achievement Award in 1995. In 1998, she was selected as
one of Canada’s Top 40 Under 40. In 2002, she received the Pioneer Award from the
Wired Woman Society of Canada, the Minerva Award from the Alberta Women’s Science
Network, an NSERC Steacie Memorial Fellowship and the Community Service Award from
the University of Calgary Faculty Association. In 2006 she was named one of Canada’s
Top 100 Most Powerful Women, and in 2009 she was awarded the ASTech Award for Outstanding Contributions to the Alberta
Science and Technology Community. In 2010 she will be receiving an honorary degree from Acadia University.

She holds a Bachelor of Applied Science in mathematics from Acadia University as well as a Bachelor of Science, Master of Science
and Doctorate in geomatics engineering from the University of Calgary.

Elizabeth has been involved as a research expert on the frontiers of Global Positioning Systems (GPS) since 1984 in both industrial
and academic environments, specializing in satellite navigation for land, air and marine applications. Her research has encompassed
the development of new satellite navigation methods, algorithms and integrated systems that have been applied to such areas as
vehicular navigation, precision farming and aircraft flight inspection. The results of her research have been commercialized through the
licensing of software to more than 200 agencies worldwide. In 2001, she received the Johannes Kepler Award from the U.S. Institute
of Navigation for her outstanding contributions to satellite-based navigation. That same year, she received the Order of the University
from the Bauman Moscow State Technical University, Russia.

Elizabeth is a Professional Engineer who is a Fellow of the Canadian Academy of Engineering, the Royal Society of Canada, the U.S.
Institute of Navigation and is a Member of the Russian Academy of Navigation.

Her research achievements have been balanced with a long history of serving on public, private and community organizations,
including terms as past president of the U.S.-based Institute of Navigation, board member and Interim Chair of the Canada Foundation
for Innovation, board member of the Royal Society of Canada Council and trustee of the Enbridge Income Fund. Previously, she was
a member of the Alberta Science and Research Authority; the Alberta ICT Institute; the TELUS World of Science board of directors;
the board of the Alberta Ingenuity Fund; the Council of the Association of Professional Engineers, Geologists and Geophysicists of
Alberta; the University Advisory Group of Industry Canada; the Auto21 NCE board of directors; the Alberta Research Council and the
Top 40 Under 40 advisory board. Elizabeth has been involved in a number of Natural Sciences and Engineering Council of Canada
(NSERC) committees and task forces, including the Committee on Research Partnerships, the IP Policy Committee and the
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(NSERC) committees and task forces, including the Committee on Research Partnerships, the IP Policy Committee and the
Committee on Grants and Scholarships.

From 1997 to 2002, Elizabeth held the NSERC/Petro-Canada Chair for Women in Science and Engineering for the Prairie Region
where she worked to promote science and engineering to girls. In this capacity, Elizabeth focused on raising public awareness about
opportunities for science and engineering careers in addition to conducting research with colleagues into the reasons and influencing
factors for men and women to select these careers. She also developed innovative programs, such as Cybermentor, Explore IT and
Women in Engineering Day to encourage and retain women in science and engineering-based fields. Her community outreach work
has engaged partners across all disciplines and walks of life, embracing creativity, social research and the politics of gender and
diversity.

Elizabeth Cannon is married to geomatics engineering professor Gérard Lachapelle, and has two children in university, Sara and
René.
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